The Importance of Early Detection
protein. The inoculations gave rise to an inflammatory reaction
consisting of interstitial cellular infiltration and exudation into
the alveoli. It was noted that the reaction was more marked in
allergic than in normal animals, and Larsen and Long suggest
that the inflammatory changes thus produced were similar to
those which characterize the early stages of tuberculous pneumonia.
Burton Wood, in a recent contribution on the subject of
epituberculosis, states that the condition is a manifestation of
post^primary tuberculosis in childhood which occurs when en/
largement of the bronchial glands and a tendency to exudation
exist. He regards atelectasis caused by bronchia! blockage by
tuberculous glands to be the main aedoiogical factor with
alveolar engorgement and exudation and tuberculous allergy as
secondary factors. These observations, and the nature of the
recovery in many cases of primary infection, suggest that where
the balance between defence and attack is about equal, a primary
or secondary lesion produced by a small dosage of tubercle bacilli
may be mainly inflammatory in character and is capable of corn-'
plete resolution if the multiplication of the bacilli is held in check.
FAMILY AND PERSONAL HISTORY. Interrogation
as to the family and personal history of an individual under exam^
ination frequently yields information which directs attention to
the possibility of tuberculosis. A family history of tuberculosis
may suggest an inherent predisposition to the disease, but the
more significant inference to be drawn when the history reveals
that there has been direct contact with affected members is that
the individual has been exposed to infection. While due inv
portance must be attached to a history of contact, an individual
may be in contact with infected persons without developing
clinical manifestations of tuberculosis or even a primary infection.
The age of the individual should be noted in relationship to the
type of the disease met with in the various age^groups. The
occupations followed by the individual may indicate the existence
of predisposing factors or the presence of added risk of infection
as is the case in workers in silica dust, barmen, cowkeepers, and
butchers.
The history as to previous health may yield information as to
the onset of primary infection or of a subsequent clinical develop/
ment of the disease. Febrile attacks and evidence of lymphatic
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